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lirct seoilers in till 
Joan rracsnaw and Peter LigCziner 
already ^een mentioned in fcmer 
not lonr permitted to enjoy the 
clone for other pioneers case en 
Tne school6 of t_ose dor. 
celled subscription or select sfc 




%r 



fcr a few nontns in tne year by one of the pioneerc, who in 
r.ia youth r.ad enjoyed superior educational advantages. The 
text books used were Dilworth's Speller and some works fsoai 


The fir.t of these schools "keot" in this district 


nor 


It was a five-sided structure, one side of vrhic 


The seats were mace by splitting 
inserting fine fcr legs in the oval 


r.ot known rho the first teac 


kcdwicx , i.i c tooree were me iirsx to settle on Knapps 
Creek and were a prominent family. It is not definitely known 

i - 

rno prearned the first sermon. Tradition again telle us that 

r 

# 

it was tne Apostle of Methodism,— the noted Bishop Asbury. 

The names of many pioneer Ministers are remembered and re¬ 
corded by tne old residents. 

Everywhere in the settlement of the west the frontier 
P-ec.c..er was an important factor and scarcely wag tne roof 
of tne cabins made fast before the Methodist Circuit rider 
or the Baptist Missionary made his apiterance, collected the 
neighbors, preached a sermon, left an appointment for some 
ame, per nap b a year in the future; then after a friendly 
farewell he continued big Journey to another settlement. 

Among those who first visited Pocahontas County were 

J«*es Avis, John Hiller, Amos Smith, J. 7. Kenm 








John Howe 


members were Hugh McLaughlin, Sr. Janies A. Price, George E. 
Craig. A house of worship was erected the same year on the 
12 th day of August 1£54- /i/illiain Garnmon, Bcnjsmin Hero Id and 
Jemes T. Lockridge, on behalf of the Church contracted for 
erection of a Church for SI, 245 . 00 . 


al Church (South) of Huntersville 


-*- “*= -uuiw ui in io nortnern and southern 

Drancnes, the Methodists had an organization at this place but 

the Huntersville Church then belonged to what uas know as 
tne Levelton Circuit. 

Mount Vernon Church, built in 1850 was the first ever 
erected on Knapps Creek. For its erection <*00 TOS raised by 

^subscription ana the remainder was paid by Andrew W. Loore, 

-oses Loore and Preston Moore, it ras dedicated in June 1852 

ana the Rev. John McClure became it . fir~t 

, _ a “* e lts pastor. During the 

Wa,r oetween t_u. _ 

' called by some the Civil War, the 

soldiers made e barracks of the „ . 

enea to burn it > u * * “ ° ne thr ' at ‘ 

of vandall PIeT£Uefl Up0 " *> **•» such an act 

vandalism and todav i+ e „+ J 

seal ana .. stands at monument of the religious 






Jeorce Rider, Harvey Curry, Mary A. Curry, Moses Moore, 
Isabella Moore, Preston Moore, Andrew Moore, Anna. Moore 
and Elizabeth Lifchtner. George Rider was the first Class 

Leader. 


Huntersville was the only town in the district 
at thax time but in later years Frost has become a small 
town. Huntersville was laid out in 1S21 and was the County 
£eat until it was moved to Marlinton after it had become 
a small town, by the vote of the 2-eo?^- e » 

Huntersville is situated on the left bank of Knapps 
Creek six miles from it s mouth. It is surrounded on all 
sides by lofty mountains end has, perhaps, more the appear¬ 
ance of an Alpine village than any other town in the State. 
Its elevation 1900 feet above seal level. 

Moses Moore already mentioned as one of the first 

# 

settlers located on Knapps Creek more than one hundred 
years ago,—at least one ..undred and fifty years ago- as is 
attested by records. There was an old Indian trail or 


Valley Draft as it was once called, by which the Indians 
traveled when on their missions of blood to the settlements 
on Jacksons ^iver and in the Shenandoah Valley. 


inis trai led near by where Moses Moore settled on the 


lane once owned bp his grandson Andrew '. 7 . Moore. As might 


nave been it was not long before he was carried intc 
ivlty ut made nis escape and returned to his mountain 


°” e ‘ Twic ® aore before the savages were stayed beyond the 

Cnio Ri^er ne was oarried a prisoner to their towns on the 
* c.|o 10 vey 




































Chaoter 4 Part a» Question 5* 

TORTJS SETTLED AND OCCUPATIONS ESTABLISHED FROM 1910 TO 1860 

The early settlers of Pocahontas did not settle many towns.. 
Huntersville being the only one of any importance. William Sharp Sr. 

was the first permanent settler at Huntersville, but John Bradshaw 

* 

was the one who did the most toward making the town one of Importance. 

* ■ 

For a number of years previous to the organization of the county 

in 1821, Huntersville had been a public place as merchants and trades- 

# * * 

men from the east would arrange to meet hunters here and barter goods 

\ 

for the products of the hunt. It was suggested by some that cmlthville 

* . 

« 

- * 

would be a good name for the place, but John Bradshaw insisted upon 
the name Huntersville as A special compliment to the hunters who came 

l 

to his hone to meet the tradesmen, including John Harness of Staunton , 
and to who the place owed so much of its development. It was John 
Bradshaw, too, who gave enough land, from his vast estate to the county 

* - 4 f 

as a place to build all the public buildings so that Huntersville could 

* 

* ^ -— ' » » * 

become the county seat when the county was organized in 1821. A site 

near Edray had been chosen for the county seat, but after Bradshaw's 

* 

offer was changed. 

/ 

For many years after it became the county seat it retained its im- 

* * * * 

?<rtance as the principal trading center for the entire county. The 
largest stores were usually there. Many people came each month to the 
courts and once a year the "Big Muster"of the 127 th Virginia Regiment 
brought out all the men between the ages of 18 and 45 for military 

practice. During the superior courts and the Regimental Muster quite a 

* * 

number of people from the eastern counties would come here to sell hats, 
s, harness, stone ware, tobacco, thirty cent whiskey, and many 
other things, T.-.erefore, the little town of Huntersville flourished in 
.8 y. It was no unusual t.*±ng for its merchants to realise three tc 






four hundred percent on dry goods and groceries during the period 1822 

HP 

to 1S45. 

During the winter 1852 t almost all of the business, part of the town 

* 

was destroyed by fire. During the Civil War it was burned by Federal 

V 

« i 

troops, sent from Beverly, to present it being a Confederate depot for 
military supplies, ’ : 

After the war it again grew into an important little town. Floursh- 

* % # 

t 

ing stores were operated by Ajsos Barlow. Lourey and Son, Lourey and 

* . + 

Doyle. Improved methods of farming were adopted and the town took on a 

■ . 

‘ — 

more pleasing appearance than ever-before. 


One of the principals hotels.was operated by J. Williams, John 

* • 

Bussard, John E 0 lden, Porterfield Wallace, I. C. Carpenter and E. Camp 

* m. » 

% 

bell in succession, but was burned by federal troops during the Civil 
War. • ' * 


Salooning was for many years a flourishing business but in 1B48 

t * * 

- * . r ■ *- . . * 

licenses for salooning was refused by the Court. This of course did 

*T * '* * **■ 

‘ 6 .^ =- * * 

away with saloons in the _ county. 

■ * 

Blacksmithing was also an excellent business as there was much 
horse shoeing and wagon repairing to be done. Finleys 1 shop stood near 
the Cummings Creek road and from three to four hands were employeed. 
Another shop was operated by Jack T.idd., Later by William Dilley, a 
very skilled artisan; and G. W. Ginger in succession. (Though Ginger waj 
not there until after the war) 

For many years a thriving business was carried on in the harness 

. * 

and saddle business. 'First by John Haines who employed four or five 

M * — 
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Tailoring was also a thriving buainass. Massars Caap 
and Jamaa Holdan employed aavaral man and wara kept busy Aurl 

I 

fall and wintar op whan weddings wara in prospects, Wadding* *1 
tha aaddlaa a good trada. It wa* oonaldarad good fora for the fcr 
hava a naw outfit, horse, saddle and bridle, Tha groom would not 
ha had muoh ohanoa of auocaaa if he did not do hla courting on a new 
saddle and bridle made at Huntersville, 








